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The Board will not review a decision if a
hearing under 5 U.S.C. 554 is required by
statute, if the basis of the decision is a viola-
tion of applicable civil rights or non-
discrimination laws or regulations (for ex-
ample, Title VI of the Civil Rights Act), or if
some other hearing process is established
pursuant to statute.

G. How the Board determines whether it will re-
view a case.

Under §16.7, the Board Chair determines
whether an appeal meets the requirements of
this Appendix. If the Chair finds that there is
some question about this, the Board will re-
quest the written opinion of the HHS compo-
nent which issued the decision. Unless the
Chair determines that the opinion is clearly
erroneous, the Board will be bound by the
opinion. If the HHS component does not re-
spond within a time set by the Chair, or can-
not determine whether the Board clearly
does or does not have jurisdiction, the Board
will take the appeal.

[46 FR 43817, Aug. 31, 1981, as amended at 47
FR 29492, July 6, 1982; 53 FR 7864, Mar. 10,
1988; 62 FR 38218, July 17, 1997]
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§17.1 Definition.

Adverse information released by an
agency means any statement or release
by the Department or any principal op-
erating component made to the news
media inviting public attention to an
action or a finding by the Department
or principal operating component of
the Department which may adversely
affect persons or organizations identi-
fied therein. This part does not apply
to nor is it affected by any disclosure
of records to the public in response to
requests made under the Freedom of
Information Act (Pub. L. 90-23). The
criteria for such disclosures are set
forth in the Department’s Public Infor-
mation Regulation (45 CFR Part 5).
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§17.2 Basic policy.

All adverse information release to
news media shall be factual in content
and accurate in description. Dispar-
aging terminology not essential to the
content and purpose of the publicity
shall be avoided.

§17.3 Precautions to be taken.

The issuing organization shall take
reasonable precautions to assure that
information released is accurate and
that its release fulfills an authorized
purpose.

§17.4 Regulatory investigations and
trial-type proceedings.

Adverse information relating to regu-
latory investigations of specifically
identified persons or organizations or
to pending agency trial-type pro-
ceedings shall be released only in lim-
ited circumstances in accordance with
the criteria outlined below:

(a) Where the Department or a prin-
cipal operating component determines
that there is a significant risk that the
public health or safety may be im-
paired or substantial economic harm
may occur unless the public is notified
immediately, it may release informa-
tion to news media as one of the means
of notifying the affected public speed-
ily and accurately. However, where the
Department or principal operating
component determines that public
harm can be avoided by immediate dis-
continuance of an offending practice, a
respondent shall be allowed an oppor-
tunity, where feasible, to cease the
practice (pending a legal test) in lieu of
release of adverse information by the
agency.

(b) Where it is required in order to
bring notice of pending agency adju-
dication to persons likely to desire to
participate therein or likely to be af-
fected by that or a related adjudica-
tion, the Department or principal oper-
ating component shall rely on the news
media to the extent necessary to pro-
vide such notice even though it may be
adverse to a respondent.

§17.5 Context to be reflected.

The authority for and the character
of the information shall be made clear,



